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Nichibunken now has several dozen databases. These are 
based on faculty research projects and on collections of 
specific materials shared with the public in catalog form. 
This large number of databases reflects the diverse ideas of 
their individual authors of each database as well as advanced 
search and representation technology used according to the 
specific characteristics of the materials. In addition, the 
accounting practice of requiring that projects be completed 
within a single fiscal year and of adding a new database each 
year with the acquisition of a new piece of equipment. It may 
also be the upshot of our enthusiasm for the sales pitches 
of the numerous vendors who gather to help us spend our 
annual budget.
These databases are grounded in research and resource 
collections of high caliber, but we now recognize that if we 
leave things as they are, the result may be chaos; it is about 
time to organize these endeavors more systematically. At 
the Office for Virtual Resources, after about six months 
of preparation, for about two years beginning in 2010, we 
conducted a survey of each database, compiling information 
on the background of its creation, the language used, and 
materials forming its body, as well as concerning the image 
(digital) data. In other words, about two weeks were allotted 
for the survey of each database. Also, because of troubles in 
retrieving the original data from the old database we began 
to convert the metadata into a new format and pull it together 
into one place for storage and protection.
In 2012 we began to design a new, unified system that 
would accommodate most of these individual databases. The 
design was almost entirely complete in 2013 and tested with 
the importing of some of the databases. All the databases 
must be transported to the new design in 2014 so that the 
process is complete by the end of the fiscal year. Given the 
fact that the systems used by many of the databases are 
now quite dated and are now no longer produced, this task 
is a matter of urgency. We need to take advantage of this 
opportunity to transfer the data or face the possibility that 
some of it might cease to be accessible.
The vendors tempt us with much song-and-dance about 
“advanced systems” and “diverse functions.”  We must be 




careful to understand what we are doing and make prudent 
choices. Making Nichibunken’s resources truly open to the 
public and designed to serve the research environment will 























































Nichibunken Collection of Rare Books & Research Material
•	 Catalogue of the Research Center for the History of Sino-Japa-
nese Relations
•	 Chirimen Crepe-Paper Books
•	 Early Photographs*
Hand-colored photographs of Japan and accompanying text dating from 
the end of the Edo period through the beginning of the Meiji period.
•	 Emaki Heiji Monogatari (Tale of Heiji) Scroll Digital Restoration
Digital reproduction of the original Rokubara gassen no maki picture 
scroll housed in the Tokyo National Museum.
•	 Emakimono (Picture Scrolls) 
Database of images of picture scrolls held at the Nichibunken library.
•	 Enpon (Ukiyo-e Shunga)*
•	 Folklore Illustrations
Database of images of ezōshi (illustrated books popular in the Edo pe-
riod) held at the Nichibunken library.
•	 Heian Jinbutsu Shi (Who’s Who in Old Kyoto)
•	 Illustrations of Historic Places in Kyoto
•	 Illustrated Record of the 
Iwakura Embassy 1871-73
•	 Japanese Art Overseas
Images and bibliographic 
information on works of 
Japanese  ar t  (paint ings , 
woodblock prints, netsuke, 
ceramics, lacquerware, sculp-
ture, metalwork, etc.) in the collections of the Pushkin and Hermitage 
museums in Russia and the Ferenc Hopp Museum of East Asia Arts in 
Hungary.
•	 Kinsei Kijinden Eccentrics of Our Times
•	 Kyoto Festivals and Customs
A two-volume album of hand-painted pictures on silk by Nakajima Sōyō 
depicting the annual festivals and customs of Kyoto at the beginning of 
the Shōwa period. These paintings are accompanied by explanatory texts 
written by the folklorist and Kyoto scholar Ema Tsutomu.
•	 Namazue (Catfish Prints) Collection
•	 Nichibunken Map Collection
•	 Noma Archives (Rare European Medical Books) 
•	 Overseas Images of Japan*
Nichibunken’s collection of photographs, illustrations, and other images 
of Japan or Japan-related subjects from around the world.
•	 Pre-1900 Publications Related to Japan
•	 Rare Books
Database of images of all rare books in the Nichibunken collection, pri-
marily books treating Japan in Western languages published before the 
opening of the country to foreign commerce in the 1850s.
•	 Sōda Archives
The Sōda Collection, originally the collection of the medical historian 
Sōda Hajime (1921-1996), contains books and prints related to the histo-
ry of medicine, history of pharmacy, and the cultural history of medicine.
•	 Tanzaku, or Poems by Noteworthy Kyoto Personages
A collection of rectangular cards (tanzaku) on which poems were 
written by persons whose names appear in the Heian jinbutsu shi. 
•	 WebGIS Japanese Maps
